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Welcome to the Christmas Edition
Bonjour everybody. We try to make our Newsletter informative, interesting and
entertaining even, and enjoy receiving any suggestions from you for future editions,
and feedback is always welcome too. I would like to thank FBN Member, Kevin,
Nick, Peter and Agnès, and Brenda for responding to our request for amusing and

interesting Christmas Memories and to those of you who sent in some photos. I
know you will all enjoy reading and seeing these and I hope you also enjoy the
results of my research into the typical French Christmas Dinner at the very end of
this edition.

Happy festivities to you all

Carolyn
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From all of us at the
Franco British
Network, we wish you

Merry Christmas and a
Prosperous New Year
Joyeux Noël et une
nouvelle année prospère
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Didier Gouraud retains his position as
President of the CMA Dordogne

Between 1st and 14th October, over 15,000 artisans were called upon to
vote to appoint their representatives to the departmental and regional
Chambre de Metiers. The representatives are elected every five years.
.
Craftsmen themselves are fully aware of the issues facing other business owners. This enables
them to give voice to these concerns and seek answers to them.

Didier Gouraud retained his
position as President of the CMA
Dordogne. He and other elected
representatives of the Fiers d’Être
Artisans officially took up their
positions on Wednesday,
November 3rd

In the run up to the election M. Gouraud campaigned on a mandate with several
commitments, that include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Promoting and strengthening the identity of the craft industry
Support for the values of the craft enterprise
Support in economic transformation, innovation, competitiveness and
digitalisation
Simplifying the "daily life" of craft entrepreneurs
Developing healthy and fair competition
The meeting of craftsmen with their chamber of trades and crafts, relaying their
expectations and needs

Click here to read in detail M. Gouraud’s commitments.

The Chambre de Metiers is keen to know what you would like more of, support and
information wise etc. If you have any thoughts please email us at
davidw@francobritishnetwork.fr
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The Coutellerie Nontronnaise
The October social event was planned in the North, namely to the Coutellerie Nontronnaise.
This prestigious manufacturing workshop of knives, where the members, committee and other
attendees enjoyed the interesting tour of the place. The visit took place on Wednesday 20th
October 2021.

The history of the Coutellerie, the tools used, the type of wood and all products that the workers
produce and are sold everywhere in the world, were discussed and displayed. The visit was
concluded by the visitors buying Christmas gifts from the boutique.
After an interesting morning, the group headed for an open buffet lunch at La Bonne Adresse
Restaurant. We had a tasty meal talking and networking with each other!
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Bergerac Périgord Football Club
The November social event took place on Saturday the 20th in the evening. This was a unique event
as it was a Football Match at the Stade of Campréal in Bergerac! The Match was for BPFC vs. SCO
Angers (B), and it marks the beginning of a partnership between the Bergerac Périgord Football
Club and FBN. A most enjoyable time was had by all including sandwiches and drinks and cheering
for the BPFC who won the match 2-1.

2022 will be a busy year for the FBN.
Plans are already afoot for a social event in March and possible visits to the Lascaux caves
(Montignac), Les Jardins d’Eau (Saint Rome, Carsac-Aillac) and a heritage restoration company
( Marsac-sur-l'Isle) Early in the year we hope to host three webinars, one regarding the recent
changes to inheritance law in France, the second on health and pensions and one on the
Chambre de Metiers.
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David Whatson, Secretary, The Franco British Network
I am the Secretary of the Franco British Network
(FBN) and many of you may have heard from me in
this capacity. This is because one of my
responsibilities is to process the applications from
new and renewing members.
In addition to this role, I am responsible for
managing the monthly board meetings. Although
the meetings are kept to two hours, I do find
writing up the minutes often takes as long as the
meeting itself!

My own ‘French Story’ started when, after many holidays in
France, we bought a holiday home in the Périgord Vert in 2002.
It was the perfect bolt hole. But when my working life that
spanned nearly four decades in education across England,
Singapore, and Sydney came to a natural end in 2019 it was time for
us stop talking about our dream and actually live it. It was at this point
that I contacted Roger HAIGH of the FBN to assist us in setting up our business.
This was one of the best decisions we ever made, as it made the transition to our
new French life so much easier.
The FBN’s philosophy of being there to help people move, live, or visit La
Nouvelle Aquitaine has always struck a chord with me. Although I had finished
my teaching career, I still wanted to be involved in something bigger than myself
and to meet new people, and that is how I got involved with the FBN.
As COVID restrictions have lifted I have enjoyed meeting my board colleagues,
many for the first time, and the many members who attended the social events
in Perigueux and Nontron. The year ahead is full of promise and I am looking
forward to many more social and business events. If you are ever in doubt,
remember you can always ask FBN.
I and the whole board would like to thank you for your continued support and we
would all like to wish you and your families a very happy Christmas and a healthy
and prosperous 2022.
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The UKNSF
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by Sasha Smit-Marcadier

The FBN’s project dedicated to assisting UK Nationals and their family members to apply for a
Withdrawal Agreement Residency Permit is winding down.
The remaining enquiries are being processed. The FBN’s residency helpline will close on 17 th
December 2021.
In this context, the FBN was delighted to recently welcome a delegation from the British
Government department overseeing the project. The feedback was very positive and the FBN was
warmly thanked for its successful implementation.

A recent meeting with members of the
UKSNF team, (Roger Haigh, Sasha
Smit-Marcadier, Tharwat Mansour,
Simon Crerie, Elena Djelil & Tory
Adams), Colin Barratt - FCDO London,
Pamela Deegan - British Embassy

Paris, and Dominique Olley - British
Consul in Bordeaux

Late applications:
If you have not yet applied, you can still apply for your WA residence permit at your local
prefecture if you have reasonable grounds for missing the deadline. You will need to provide
evidence of why your application is late.

Family members:
Close family members continue to be able to join you and settle in France at any point in the
future. This applies to spouses, registered partners or durable partners, dependent children and
grandchildren, and dependent parents and grandparents, including those of your spouse or
registered partner.
Your relationship with them must have begun by 31 December 2020. If you have, or if you legally
adopt, children in the future, and you have custody of them, your children will have rights under
the Withdrawal Agreement. Your close family members must travel to France and submit a
WARP application to the local prefecture as your family member. Nationals of certain non-EU
countries may need a visa before travel.

8

Update on French Inheritance Law
By Marie-Claude Bessout
The Franco British Network

On 1st November 2021 a new Inheritance law was adopted in France that potentially overrides the
wishes of UK Nationals living in France who have previously created a will that elected their estate
to be governed by their national law rather than France .
Article 24 of the new French Law adds a paragraph that states “when a deceased
person or at least one of his or her children is at the time of death a national of a
European Union Member State, and where the law applicable to the succession
does not recognise the notion of "reserve", each child or his or her heirs may
make a compensatory deduction from the property situated in France on the day
of death, in order to re-establish their rights under French law”
Under most of the Common Law systems, the deceased mostly has discretion as to who to
bequeath his/her estate to, whereas French Law tends to “force” bequeaths according to
heirship rules
The European Commission has been asked by private international law practitioners to study the
compatibility of this new law with the European Regulation of 4 July 2012, however this may
take a long time

FBN Members have privileged access to our network of expert
Service Providers, who are fluent in French and English. According
to your needs will can introduce you to a Service Provider who is
ready to attend to your needs; additional fees may apply.
info@francobritishnetwork.fr
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FBN Members’
This is our second Christmas in France, although I wasn't
actually in France for Christmas last year as Boris Johnson's pulling
of the Brexit plug, promised for 1 January, was brought forward to
23rd December and so I was stuck in a small (but comfortable)
hotel in Portsmouth, unable to see my grandson in Wales for the
first time (nearly a year old) and not able to catch a postponed
ferry home until 27th December.

The hotel made it as jolly as possible but a Cornish pasty, although nice,
is not really a Christmas meal! So this year I look forward to a traditional
Christmas; get up late, bucks fizz and eggs for breakfast and roast goose
with all the local trimmings for dinner, along with our log fire and real
Christmas tree and lots of Whatsapp calls and videos.
We will take the dog for a 'Dogmas' walk in the afternoon and I might
even fit in a festive church service and an old Bond movie to boot. Wish
us luck!!"
Cordialement, Kevin, FBN Member

Enjoying your life in France? Have some spare time? Want to get involved in
something? Feel that you have something to offer/share? In which case we need
you.

The FBN is an association and therefore we all contribute our time voluntarily. We
all do this willingly and enjoy the involvement, challenges and experiences it gives
us. There are, however, always more things to do than there are volunteers. You
don’t need to be bilingual, to have a great knowledge of living in France, or
sacrifice great amounts of time. We and other members would appreciate
whatever you can give.
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So, start the new year by making a promise to do something different and
volunteer with the FBN. Please contact David Whatson at
davidw@francobritishnetwork.fr

Christmas Contributions
We purchased our home in St Avit Senieur in 1995, though came to the
village in our youth in 1974 with my parents.

We spent our first Christmas in Perigord in 1995. We decided to go with
our young sons to see Papa Noel in the square in Beaumont du Perigord
on Christmas Eve evening.
The wonderful festivities were enjoyed and the tension mounted
towards the arrival of Papa Noel!

Then he appeared. He was on the very high balcony of the
church in all his glory.
He then proceeded to abseil down from the balcony with a large
sack of gifts on his back. He was resplendent in red with a large flowing
white beard.

Half way down but still at considerable hight, disaster struck. Papa Noel’s
beard became entwined in the guide ropes. He hung in mid air trying to free
his beard without detaching it from his face and thus giving away his true
identity!
We knew that it was a neighbour from our village as did all the adults (in fact he was a
tree surgeon ideally suited to such an escapade!)
The children held their collective breaths whilst we adults fell about in hysterics as rope
and beard would not separate!
Eventually he was free and descended to earth…one hand holding his beard to his face.

All was well and each Christmas we think back to this joyous event with a smile on our
faces.
FBN Member, Nick
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FBN Members’
The hazards of Christmas Pudding
Each year, my university friends hold a reunion dinner. It is by tradition a Christmas Dinner.
Three years ago, in 2018, it was to be held in Liausson, a small village on Lac Salagou, 50km west
of Montpellier in south-western France.
I decided to walk. And to bring the Christmas Pudding. I parked the car in St. Malo and, equipped
with a rucksack and tent, Topsy and Happy (my two retired Guide Dog breeding stock
Labradors), we set off.
Two months later we arrived in Les-Eyzies-de-Tayac-Sireuil in the Dordogne,
Christmas Pudding still intact. To my delight, I had arrived in the Valley of the River Vézère, or
“The Valley of Man”, where prehistoric rock paintings and carvings abound. There was a cave
with 16,000 year old paintings of bison at
the Font de Gaume, revealed when careless
archaeologists dislodged a layer of clay
that had preserved them. However I
had arrived on a Friday and on
Saturday it was ferméd! C’est la
France!
Some kind cyclists at the camp-site
Grotte du Sorcier. It’s not far.”
anywhere. After 6km, Topsy
wondering how I was going
guide at the cave said that
day, she would give us a lift
gratitude, I invited her out
I carried on to Liausson,
Christmas Pudding
ignited in a bonfire of

said: ”There is another cave at the
However cyclists never walk
was limping, and I was
to get her home. The kind
if I waited until the end of the
back to the camp-site. In
for dinner. Agnès said yes.
where the
was successfully
holly and brandy!

Three years to the day after I first met Agnès, we re-visited la Grotte du Sorcier. She had
received a dozen red-roses at breakfast, and a champagne picnic beneath the troglodyte cliffs in
Les Eyzies. She has always called me her “Comète” as I appeared like a shooting
star, then disappeared. I reminded her that a comet always returns to its star. So I call her
“étoile”.
The attached picture is of an art-deco inspired ring, with the diamond from my grandfather’s
wedding ring as the star, surrounded by a trailing comet of Sri-Lankan sapphires and diamonds. I
presented her with the ring, and in my best French, asked her to marry me. In her best French,
Agnès said yes.
This is a Happy tale, but really it was all due to Topsy. Our best wishes and a Merry Christmas to
you all !
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FBN Members, Peter and Agnes

Christmas Contributions

Chez Durand

2019 Galeries Lafayette, Paris
A Perigueux Christmas

A frosty morning 2020

Coutures

‘Tis the season to be jolly, With too much food – And not much lolly.
With cribs and crackers, Breakdowns too – That’s TVs, tempers, Me and you.
Friends and children by the tree. Will our Great Aunt come to tea?
Whose place this year? You or me?
Holidays, hotels, après-ski. Getting away from it all you see.
But hotels for cats and Gramps ain’t free. Traumas, tantrums, none agree

With trees and garden gnomes belustered.
With lots of fluster and dusters mustered, with custard, mustard
and turkey basted.
It seems more effort might be wasted.
And if Santa, sooty, dare appear.
We’ll send him away until next year!
Brenda Henderson, FBN Member
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Christmas in Villefranche du Périgord
David asked me to write something about Christmas in the Dordogne, so as I was an
Industrial Researcher all my working life I decided to do a bit of interviewing to get the
truth from the horse's mouth. I went to see my local butcher, the baker and not the
candlestick maker, but the man who runs one of our village shops, Vival.
The most important difference, as most of you already know, is that in France they celebrate
on the night of the 24th, traditionally they eat at midnight but today most families eat earlier
than that but still quite late, Messe in our village is at 8pm so “Christmas Dinner” is served
any time after 9pm. Even if you don't go to church, families eat late, including any small
children.

Norman's butcher's shop is just up the road from me “Boucherie de la Halle”. He said that
80% of his regular clients eat a chapon which is a fattened, castrated cock, capon in English.
The average weight would be from 3.50 kilos to about 4k and costs 50 to 60 euros, he
woud have stuffed that for you with a stuffing made from chicken livers, truffles, dried
mushrooms, parsley, egg etc (or anything else if requested). Chestnuts and potatoes would
be cooked round the chapon, so roast potatoes for once. Orders are required about 10
days beforehand. The other 20% would have a dinde, a female turkey which is more
tender, not a dindon. Knowing this I always asked my butcher in Kent to provide a female
bird for me! Another option within this 20% would be a goose here, and duck occasionally.
But lots of duck and goose foie gras would also be eaten as a starter (bought from Norman
or from one's usual supplier at the farm) as well as fish soup or
oysters and other sea food (see later under Vival). I actually
caught Norman when he was alone at first, but as clients came
in he obviously served them and we all had a “conversation”
when I asked various clients to confirm these statistics and
timings, which they did. Of course many people go to a
supermarket and may eat something completely different.
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by Carolyn Chamberlain, The Franco British Network, Keeping in Touch, Editor

I then visited one of our
two bakeries in the
village and interviewed
Mammie of “M.P.
Boulangerie” (Plaisirs
et Gourmandises) who
provide the Bûche de
Noel for most of their
usual clients and again
a 10 day order time is
necessary as they make
up to 400 chocolate logs
th
to be collected on the day
(24 ) or the day before.
Average size is for 10 portions
and costs 30 to 40 euros
according to your specific choice.
We are a village of 800 people so I
suppose between the two bakeries they cover the townspeople and villages around. Again some
villagers have told me they buy an ice cream bûche from the supermarket!! Mammie assured
me that their bread production does not really change just because it's Christmas, but they make
more of their fig and nut bread, tourte de campagne (a big round loaf with seeds etc.) because of
course with families getting together the host family would buy even more bread than usual!

So that leaves the supermarket at my end of town, (there is another at the top of the town)
which is a Vival, splendidly run by Monsieur Frete and his daughter Annelyse and a son. He
confirmed that for starters oysters are very popular. He buys a bourriche (several bourriches)
of oysters containing 50 or 100 at a time, and the easiest to get here are the huitres called “la
marenne d'Olérons”. Huitres d'Arcachon and others from Cancalle in Normandie would also be
available. No previous ordering required. Interestingly he couldn't give me a price of an
average order as the price changes each year and he wasn't willing to give me a rough price.
They also make coquilles St Jacques, and fish soup and sell a few hommards and langoustes
too. (I may stay here one Christmas if this is what is on offer five minutes away from my
house!!).
So I hope this has been interesting for you, those who regularly stay here
will be familiar with the above information but perhaps, if, like me, you
return to family in the U.K. it comes as news. May you all enjoy your
Christmas Dinner wherever you will be.

Carolyn
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Join The Franco British Network Today

For individuals (living or having a holiday home)
and small businesses in Dordogne
For individuals CLICK HERE to join
today, only 49€ TTC!

For small businesses operating in Dordogne
to become members, for more details
please contact

Rates will increase in 2022 !

davidw@francobritishnetwork.fr

Membership Benefits Include:
❖ A free first contact (email / telephone) session, to discuss your situation and needs (individual or
business), and direct assistance given
❖ If you require more specific assistance you will be introduced to an FBN Service Provider,
(Accountants, Lawyers, Tax, Insurance, Governmental, Translators, etc), assistance provided in
both English and French, when subsequent fees may become payable
❖ Priority invitation to all Franco British Network events

❖ Free or discounted invitations to Franco British Network social/networking events
❖ Free invitations to Franco British Network speaker events
❖ Our regular newsletter
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